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with blows from their hatchets, then discharged a
storm of arrows so suddenly and unexpectedly that
our Frenchmen did not know which way to turn, not
having foreseen the attack. They even dared to try
to board the shallop in their canoes; and, had it not
been that a Frenchman took aim at them with his
arquebus, and that the [239i.e., 139] bark, which was
not far away, speedily equipped a boat to come to the
rescue, having heard the cries of the combat, it is
probable that not one of them would have escaped.
The Hiroquois, seeing the arquebus, and the other
boat coming to their help, fled, first skinning the
heads of those whom they had killed and bearing
away the scalps by way of bravado.

On the 8th of June, Father Masse arrived from
Tadoussac, and caused us great joy, as he had been
so long sick upon the sea, and is now well. He told
us that Pierre Pastedechouan * was more wicked than
ever; that the English who were at Tadoussac had
ruined him by drunkenness. Oh, how guilty before
God will he be who has introduced heresy into this
country! If this Savage were intelligent, corrupted
as he is by these miserable [240 i.e., 140] heretics, he
would be a powerful obstacle to the spread of the
faith; even now, he will cause only too much injury
to it, if God does not touch his heart. To judge from
his conduct, it would seem that he was given to us to
draw from him the principles of his language, and not
for the welfare of his soul, as he now leagues against
his God and against the truth.

I have never experienced in France anything like
the heat and the drought which we have had here
during this month of June. Everything on the earth
burns, and nothing prospers in such weather; and



